
A time to celebrate

CWCI Australia has grown from its 
beginnings in 1957 as a weekend of 
Bible teaching for women, to a ministry 
reaching women in many countries 
around the world.

However, rather than a global gaze, 
the CWCI Australia Safari Ministry 
looked inward, to Australia’s more easily 
‘overlooked places’. And it would also 
have a lasting legacy of lives impacted.

Within just four years of that first 
weekend, God had greatly blessed and 
grown the CWCI Australia Ministry and it 
was producing much fruit. Women from 
Tasmania to North Queensland had 
begun holding weekend conventions 
under the banner of CWCI. 

But even as these conventions  
flourished, the women’s hearts were 
burdened with a concern for the 
women of Darwin. Once established 
there, CWCI would have  a springboard 

inspiration that their presence brought 
to isolated women.”

This journey of faith, however, raised 
an important question: travel by coach 
had proved hot and generally unreliable 

— but what was the alternative? What 
would be the most effective way to 
transport future Safari Teams to reduce 
the toll of stress and fatigue? 

Again, prayer proved the vital 
element, for God opened up a way — 
wings to fly! Using light aircraft to cover 
large distances was a normal part of life 
in the NT and so, as CWCI took steps 
of faith, God met them at every point 
along the way, faithfully providing all 
that was needed for the unique Safari 
Ministry to continue and to expand.

And so together in 2021 we celebrate 
50 years of God’s faithfulness to this 
ministry. We give him all the praise 
and glory for the lives that have been 
changed for eternity — and continue to 
look to him as we face the challenges 
that an ever-changing society brings.

Margaret Crane
Safari Director NMB

for reaching out to the many isolated 
places in the Northern Territory. What 
a great opportunity to share the gospel 
and encourage women in isolated areas! 
But where to begin? 

With prayer backed by action, of 
course! Contacts were found and plans 
formulated. Then, by the Spring of 
1971 a beginning was made — a rather 
‘big’ beginning which was to have an 
unforeseen and long-lasting impact.

Even in today’s world of long-distance 
travel, this journey stands out. A group 
of seven godly women set off by coach 
from Sydney on an adventure with God 
which took them over 10,400km to 
Darwin — via Townsville and Mt Isa and 
many places in between. They attended 
20 convention meetings and 14 other 
events along the way spreading the 
good news of the gospel. 

This was far from a sight-seeing 
tour. In her book Beyond Expectations 
Jean Raddon records, “The hours were 
long, the journey arduous and we were 
often tired, grubby and dusty.” She 
also speaks of “many delightful stories 
that could be told of the help and 
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Equipped by God CWCI’s worldwide 
Equipped to communicate!
This was the theme for the National Training Conference 2020. However, 
sadly, due to Covid-19 this could not go ahead as we had planned. But 
God was already fulfilling that vision within CWCI! In 2018 he provided 
staff with developing skills in communication technologies. In 2019 we 
launched our new website. How timely these developments proved to be. 
We were humbled by the grace of our loving Heavenly Father preparing 
our ministry for the opportunities and challenges of 2020. 

And how wonderfully you responded in 2020! Determined to grow 
women in Christ through sharing the Bible, you creatively re-imagined KYB, 
Events and Safari ministries in ways consistent with the realities of the 
pandemic. You persevered in encouraging each another with phone calls, 
emails, online meetings, social media posts. You sustained each other 
through prayer. You moved entire areas of ministry online and, in so doing, 
accessed new audiences for CWCI Australia ministries. Through all these 
months of doubt and uncertainty, in so many ways, you reminded our 
communities that God is good, powerful, loving and sovereign. Thank you!

So, at the start of 2021, CWCI Australia is far better equipped to 
communicate Jesus and grow women in Christ through sharing the Bible 
than ever before. In response to the huge opportunities posed by 2020, 
and looking to our Heavenly Father in faith, National Management Board 
is now planning two special events of celebration, prayer and planning 
during 2021. 

Equipped to celebrate!
In Regional Victoria during May the CWCI Australia Annual General 
Meeting will celebrate God’s faithfulness during 2019–2020 as we reflect 
again on his abundant provision through our 64 years of ministry. The 
Annual Report will provide a detailed overview of CWCI Australia ministry 
across Australia and Melanesia in 2019 and 2020. 

Equipped to create!
In Regional Queensland during June National Management Board plans 
to host a CWCI Australia Futures Forum with Regional Board delegates 
at Maroochy Waterfront Camp and Conference Centre. This event will 
provide an exciting opportunity for strategic discussions concerning 
future development of CWCI Australia ministry across Australia and 
Melanesia. It is hoped the Forum will be attended by two representatives 
from each Regional Board. It will be held over a weekend and include 
times of training, prayer, creative thinking and discussion. 

We would love you to join us in prayer as we choose to move forward 
in the face of continuing uncertainty and change. Please pray we will 
follow the Lord’s leading in developing CWCI Australia ministries across 
Australia and Melanesia. Please ask that as we trust in the Lord with all 
our heart, leaning not on our own understanding but acknowledging him 
in all our ways, he will indeed direct our paths (Proverbs 3:5–6).

Heather Jackson
President, CWCI Australia

Last year the pandemic upset many CWCI plans, but 
across the world, creative solutions abounded.

In Australia, the Blue Mountains Committee, 
followed the lead of Tropical Regional Board, and 
hosted a Zoom event instead of the Quiet Reflective 
Day scheduled for October. The original Speaker, 
Sally Longley, even generously offered the use of 
her Zoom account and her expertise as a Zoom host. 
So a theme was chosen, a digital brochure designed 
and shared on the CWCI Australia website and with 
all the Committee’s email contacts.

The Committee was greatly encouraged by the 
70 participants on the day, as well as the 15 ‘extras’, 
who had gathered together to share the experience. 
They were delighted with the number of interstate 
women who logged on — women they would never 
reach with a live event. The avalanche of emails 
expressing gratitude for Sally’s message, Walking 
through the doors of loss and possibility, made the 
Committee very glad they hadn’t just decided to 
take the whole year off!

In the UK, under a more severe lockdown, two 
members of an Area Team (like our Committees) 
decided to produce an hour-long programme on 

Annual General Meeting
of Christian Women Communicating 

Intl in Aust Inc 

Friday 14 May, 2021 at 2pm
(Government restrictions permitting)

York Street Church of Christ, 
410 York Street, Ballarat, VIC

All CWCI Members are welcome to attend.  
The 2019–2020 Annual Report will be presented.

Please note: Due to COVID-19 restrictions  
the 2019 AGM was postponed and will be 

combined with this 2020 AGM.

When the going gets tough  
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Devotional corner
Let’s fly again
My imaginings in the many days of being ‘shut in’ have been upon 
the Butterfly and the Chrysalis. In nature, the butterfly emerges 
after a time away in darkness and silence. In the chrysalis stage, 
the caterpillar grows to become the butterfly. It breaks open the 
casing, stretches its wings and then flies to a new purpose. 

On October 28, 2020, Melbourne and regional Victoria broke 
out of the chrysalis stage and the people came out of lockdown! 
We walked out and stretched our butterfly wings. We breathed the 
air and flew again. And this is when I stopped and looked back. I 
reminisced. What had I learned in the days when I could not fly?

There were the unexpected joys in things I’d forgotten; like 
smelling violets through face masks and reading neglected books 
on my shelves. Instead of texting, some phoned a friend or wrote a 
letter. Talking with friends, I discovered some had become experts 
using Zoom and attending church online. Many shopped online, 
and some watched Netflix or curled up to music and audio stories. 
We cleaned up the inside of our homes and tended to gardens. 
There were many days of lamenting and crying to God. And we 
rested, ate, and slept. Despite the days of uncertainty, chances, 
and changes of the world, those who loved him also felt God’s 
presence, and his peace remained on each of us. 

But now I ask: How have you grown during these days of lockdown? 
What can you offer to God in songs of praise and thanks for the days 
of the Chrysalis? Do you have a new purpose? If you are like me, this 
may take some months to unpack and ponder. But in the present, 
I can say with a grateful heart with the Psalmist:

“Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?”
Let the light of your face shine on us.
Fill my heart with joy
when their grain and new wine abound.
In peace I will lie down and sleep,
for you alone, Lord,
make me dwell in safety.” (Psalm 4:6–8)
While freedoms were curtailed and my roaming ceased, God’s 

faithfulness remained an ever present rhythm of daily life. This 
was a beautiful gift from God. And in the days ahead I will still say: 

“Since you are my rock and my fortress, 
for the sake of your name lead and guide me ...
Into your hands I commit my spirit; 
deliver me, Lord, my faithful God.” (Psalm 31:3, 5)

For God never changes and he will still be faithful to us in this 
season of flying. 

Jo Pope
Vice Chairman (Prayer), SERB

Autumn 2021

creativity in Covid!

YouTube, called, Clinging to the Rock when things don’t 
go to plan: KYB Online. What a great way to reach 
those stuck at home and unable to attend events! 
The programme was varied, incorporating interviews, 
Bible readings, a kitchen table message from a 
speaker, music, beautiful Cornish scenery and even 
a meditative craft segment. The National Leadership 
Team was so impressed they invited the two women to 
become Associate Members of the Team and produce 
further programmes. The programme can be accessed 
by searching YouTube under the title, or visiting the UK 
KYB website at knowyourbible.org.uk

New Zealand managed to contain the virus in a 
relatively short space of time, so their CWCI events 
were not seriously disrupted. However, the work in Fiji 
(overseen by CWCI NZ) had a different experience. A 
camp for young girls had been planned, at which they 
would be introduced to KYB Studies. When it became 
clear that the camp would need to be cancelled, KYB 
coordinator Akosita solved the problem by undertaking 
a tour of the areas where the girls lived and introduced 
KYB to them in small groups. If the girls couldn’t come 
to KYB, then KYB would come to the girls! 

As CWCI women prayed for solutions to problems 
imposed by the pandemic, God answered in ways they 
had never previously considered, opening the way for 
new ideas which could last well beyond the end of the 
virus. All praise to our creative God!

Cecily Jackson
Treasurer, CWCI International

Girls’ small group discovering KYB in FijiGirls’ small group discovering KYB in Fiji

Fijian girl using KYBFijian girl using KYB

CWCI women get creative!
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It all started with a safari visit ...

Joan’s complaint was valid. It was 1975 and few churches in 
our North QLD country town of Atherton had ministries which 
specifically catered for women. But Joan happened to say this to 
my mother’s long-time friend, Kathleen, who was an energetic 
little lady with boundless enthusiasm for the Lord’s work.

Kathleen’s church didn’t have a women’s Bible study either. 
However, she had heard of a new Bible study method called 
Know Your Bible. KYB was interdenominational, written by 
women and specifically designed for women’s groups. By this 
time, the CWCI Safari Ministry had visited Atherton twice (1973 
& 1974). The Safari Teams had enthusiastically promoted the 
brand new KYB Studies (which, back in 1975, were presented 
on a few sheets of paper stapled together). 

Kathleen just knew that the Lord was prompting her to start 
a KYB group. It seemed she already had one potential member, 
Joan! But sadly, Joan was now caught up in personal problems 
and unable to come after all. However, rather than giving in 
to discouragement, Kathleen started making phone calls and 
knocking on doors. Soon, she arrived at my door. She already 
had rounded me up — an accurate description — to make sure 
that I didn’t miss the Safari visits. I had been impressed by the 
Safari team members and their message. 

Now Kathleen was asking: Was there a women’s Bible study at 
my church? No. Would I join this new KYB group? My main objection 
was I had three little children and was expecting a fourth. But, 
said Kathleen, she herself was starting a crèche at her home. 

Atherton, 1970s

© Centre for the Government of Queensland, 2018. All rights reserved.

So, after my initial shy start, my children found that going to 
Kathleen’s crèche was enormous fun. I soon decided the short 
break from my 24/7 routine with little ones did me as much 
good as the study. It wasn’t long before I was hooked on KYB! 
Over the years we witnessed God bless our Atherton group as 
it grew and grew, and finally divide into two groups!

Kathleen and most of those early KYB committee members 
have moved on now to their eternal reward. However, it is 
exciting to know that the Safaris and KYB groups have continued 
on over all these years to reach the Atherton Tablelands women 
for Christ, and to encourage, challenge and build them up in 
their faith. Only eternity will reveal the extent of the blessings 
which have come as a direct result of CWCI’s early Safari vision 
to meet with the Atherton women “out there in the bush.”

Joy Woodfield
KYB Sunshine

“There’s no Bible study for us women. Everything is done by the men and for the men.”

National Safari Teams 2021

Safari

Tasman 

North West QLD

Pilbara

Western NSW 

Dates

13–27 March 

18 April – 1 May

16–28 May

4–18 June

Speaker

Roslyn Murdoch & 
Sandra How

Wendy Strachan 

Katherine Porter 

Margaret Livingstone

Leader

Gayle Quilliam 

Narelle McLeod

Dianne Symons

Beatrice Weekes

Pilot

By road 

Steve Cavill  Outback Aerial Mission

Pilot to be confirmed

David Shrimpton Broken Hill, NSW

Keep up to date with news and how you can be praying for our National and Regional Safari Ministry trips  
on our Events, Safari and Blog pages at cwciaus.org.au

Editor’s invitation
This year, as we celebrate the faithfulness of God to our 

Safari Ministry, we would love those who have been 
involved in it over the past 50 years to share a one or 

two sentence ‘memory’ from a safari. 
Email: communications@cwciaus.org.au
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One life lived, many touchedMemories 
Praising God for the life of Narelle Gatenby
Narelle Gatenby died on Friday, 9 October, due to complications from surgery for 
pancreatic cancer. She was 73 years old. For decades she ministered to women within 
CWCI and beyond. Narelle was a speaker, KYB leader, writer and editor; she also 
worked with an Aboriginal congregation.

I always wondered why Narelle and her husband, Andrew, lived in the Campbelltown 
area. Generally, surgeons choose homes in upmarket suburbs. But sometime around 
1980 Narelle and Andrew made a decision. Sydney was expanding to the south and 
west — areas with a lot of public housing. Few people were educated beyond high school. 
And there weren’t enough churches to meet Minto’s real and many needs. So, Andrew 
and Narelle chose to move to Minto — almost a ‘foreign’ mission field — to help their 
denomination seed new congregations. What courage and faith that must have required!

In the early 1980s, Narelle established a KYB group in her church in Minto. At its peak, 
the group had at least 90 women on its roll, with an average weekly attendance of 60 
plus. The women came from a cross-section of the community: young mothers and 
elderly homemakers; Aboriginal and Anglo people. Many lacked even a basic religious 
education. So, Narelle and her pastor wrote a series, Step by Step, to introduce these 
women to Bible study. And Narelle used the larger group as a teaching, training ground 
to encourage women to create their own KYB groups.

I had the joy of interviewing two people from that Minto group. Each spoke with 
love and respect for Narelle’s dedication and passion for teaching God’s word. Narelle 
wanted to see women well equipped for their lives and ministry. But her ministry went 
beyond teaching. She was keenly interested in every member and offered practical help 
wherever she could. Narelle wanted God’s word to be well taught, well understood 
and well applied. She wanted her teaching to be accurate. Her desire to excel sent her 
to SMBC as a mature student to earn a Bachelor of Theology.

When the Minto group had to disband, Narelle switched to holding smaller KYB 
groups in her home. Then, around the year 2000, she began to write for KYB. She 
drafted at least 13 books, covering 1–2 Chronicles, the life of Gideon, sections of 
Psalms, Matthew, Acts and Revelation. She was also an excellent KYB Editor, making 
a positive input to some of KYB’s best-received books.

In this area — writing and editing for KYB — Narelle and I laboured for over a decade. 
She had a strong work ethic. She understood the Bible on many levels: big picture to 
individual stories. She was an early pioneer in covering the three layers of Old Testament 
biblical narrative. Beyond that, Narelle grew to be a treasured mentor and friend.

A KYB Production Subcommittee member gave me a discerning insight. Narelle 
wanted ordinary women to have a good grasp of the word of God. But Narelle could 
also deepen and yet simplify KYB for all sorts of people. To that end, she brought a 
theological foundation to KYB’s devotional slant. Narelle was a key part of a generational 
shift that helped to enrich KYB and keep it fresh for a new generation.

Narelle is now worshipping our Lord and Saviour in heaven. But she has left us 
an enduring legacy, and the effects of her ministry will continue to ripple around the 
world. Truly, Narelle is an example of ‘one life lived; many lives touched’.

Sanna Wilson
KYB Production Officer 2006–2019 (retired)
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Fitzroy Crossing, 1979

of a 1979 safari
What a privilege and honour it 
has been to witness first-hand the 
amazing Safari Ministry of CWCI over 
the years! The opportunity to take 
the gospel message of hope and 
encouragement to women in regional 
and isolated areas throughout 
Australia has been a highlight in my 
involvement with CWCI.

I remember the Safari of 1979 to 
the Kimberley region. Our team of 
three flew by commercial airline to 
Broome where we met up with Dick 
Robby our small plane pilot for the 
two week Safari to the various towns 
and communities scattered across 
this vast isolated region. 

What a joy it was to share God’s 
word with hungry women in remote 
locations! They lived in coastal towns, 
in mining towns, on cattle stations, 
in indigenous communities, and 
we shared encouragement in their 
homes or under trees, or wherever 
women desired to gather.

I remember needing to drive out 
along the Gibb River Road for many 
miles in the heat and dust in the back 
of a Land Rover to reach a group who 
were waiting to hear the message 
we had to share. Many faithful men 
and women have followed Jesus in 
these far flung places and were so 
appreciative of our visit to encourage 
them in their Faith Journey. Others 
heard the gospel message, maybe 
for the first time, maybe for the 
second or third time and encouraged 
to acknowledge Jesus as their Lord 
and Saviour.

Looking back over many such 
opportunities to participate in this 
vital ministry I am so grateful to 
CWCI for the Safari ministry.

Margaret Jacobs
Speaker, KYB Leader

Narelle (red dress) leading a KYB groupNarelle (red dress) leading a KYB group
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The father-heart of God (Part 1)

Part 1: The Father who protects his daughter
Here is a picture of safety and protection; a place of redemption 
and joyous singing, where the enemy has been banished. The 
Father not only offers safe sanctuary for his daughter but rejoices 
lovingly over her.

Picturing God as our loving Heavenly Father can be wrought 
with difficulty for those of us who may not have experienced Godly 
examples of fathering. Yet, the Bible clearly depicts God as a strong 
and protective Father, one who delights in lifting up and restoring 
his daughters.

In Zephaniah 3:14 there is a gloriously triumphant declaration 
for the King’s daughter to shout aloud, to voice her freedom with 
all her heart. She is to sing joyously with gladness. In Psalm 5:11–12, 
King David gives voice to the joy of those who are under God’s 
protection through singing! Those whom God protects are now free 
to sing with joyous abandon. And as they sing, God’s favour and 
protection surround them. 

As well as sanctuary for his daughter, the Father removes 
all blame and punishment from her. Surely this is a cause for 
singing. And in the midst of the daughter’s rejoicing, God places 
a boundary of protection around her, turning away anyone who 
would attempt to cause his daughter harm (Zeph 3:15). 

Here is a vivid picture of a daughter’s triumphant home coming 
to a place of safety and protection; where the Father is declaring 
that she is free from all danger! There is no place for shame, nor 
heart-wrenching fear or terror in this sanctuary (3:16). These too 
have been banished for good. God is declaring for all to see that 
his beloved, precious daughter, is now safe from the enemy. In 
fact, God is guaranteeing her safety; that he, the Father, who has 
banished the enemy, will stay by her side (3:17a)!

This is a powerful statement. God, who is mightier than any 
enemy, is personally overseeing his daughter’s safety. He is 
promising to turn back anyone who would attempt to cause 
suffering or distress to his daughter. Under God’s protection, his 
daughter is strengthened and protected from evil (2 Thess 3:3). 

Surely this signifies the father-heart of God, ensuring his 
daughter is under his protection; in a place of safety and refuge. 
This safe place is so secure that a daughter can sing aloud with 
abandon. No longer does she need to fear anger or retaliation. 

And in one of the most lyrically beautiful promises in the Bible, 
God who saves is also delighting in his daughter, lulling her with 
his love, and rejoicing over her with singing (Zeph 3:17b) 

“Sing, Daughter Zion;
 shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
 Daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away your punishment,
 he has turned back your enemy.
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;
 never again will you fear any harm.
On that day
 they will say to Jerusalem,

“Do not fear, Zion;
 do not let your hands hang limp.
The Lord your God is with you,
 the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
 in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
 but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

In this four-part series we will explore the father-heart 
of God toward his daughters, and how this is expressed 
repeatedly throughout the Bible. 

Ze
ph
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h 
3:

14
–1
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There are so many nuances of a Father’s protective love 
for his daughter here. Not only does God take great delight 
in the one he saves, loves and restores, but he publicly 
rejoices over her with singing! 

Now, read Zephaniah 3:14–17 again. Take these words as 
God’s reassurance of his love for you — his precious daughter.

Dr Lillian Barry
KYB Leader, Sunshine Region

Prayer for the Nation 2021

How important it is for us to pray for Australia! 

CWCI Australia’s Prayer for the Nation is held each 
year during May. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
gather with others in our local area — and together 
with women across the country — to pray for our 

nation and its people. 

Please join with us in prayer this May. A copy of this 
year’s programme can be accessed on our website: 

cwciaus.org.au/new/pray-with-us

cwciaus.org.au
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T3 KYB: Anchored in Christ

Letters of Peter

Where to now?
Opportunities for training
For many of us 2020 involved a rather sudden 
introduction to new communication technologies. 
At first, we were often challenged and out of our 
comfort zone. But overall, we quickly discovered 
how useful these technologies were for allowing 
us to connect with others from various places. 
Zoom, in particular, rapidly became very popular 
with KYB groups who continued meeting online. 
Some Regions and Committees even gained 
confidence to run events via Zoom! 

Nationally, we were able to effectively use Zoom 
for Board Meetings, Workshops and Training. In 
August 2020, our National Conference concluded 
with many Regional Board members joining 
together for a Zoom workshop. This training 
involved us exploring the importance of affirming 
others and the impact affirmation can have when 
used intentionally. 

National Management Board has a strong 
desire to equip Regional Board members to 
communicate more effectively in their regions. To 
continue pursuing this aim, we are now planning 
to offer further online and personal portfolio 
development training sessions in 2021.

These training initiatives will allow the women 
serving in various roles on Regional Boards around 
Australia to engage in valuable discussion and help 
them be able to provide each other with ‘peer-
support’. It will also give them the opportunity for 
further upskilling for their portfolios.

As Development Director I am preparing to host 
a series of smaller Zoom workshops on relevant 
topics for Regional Board members throughout the 
year. My aim is to make these workshops valuable 
for equipping Regional Board members for their 
roles as well as giving them the opportunity to be 
better connected with each other. 

Please join with National Management Board 
as we pray, plan, and prepare for these sessions. 
Regional Boards will receive further details as they 
become available.

Robyn Sansbury
Development Director, CWCI Australia

Our upcoming KYB Study in Term 3 is Anchored in Christ: Colossians & 
Philemon based on notes written by Janice Kennedy.

When people today hear the name Jesus, what comes to mind? They 
might think of many different answers. A man from ancient history. 
A prophet. A helpless baby in a manger. Perhaps a good teacher and 
healer wandering the Middle-Eastern countryside. Or a dying man 
hanging on a cross. Jesus was all of these ... but he is so much more! 

Much like in our world today, 2000 years ago there were concerning 
trends. Philosophers, influential public speakers and religious leaders 
were spreading ideas that sounded good or reasonable — but these 
were false ideas about Jesus and the gospel that could lead believers 
away from the truth. The dangers were real: these kinds of influences 
from the community outside the church can sometimes shake the 
faith of new — and even long-time — believers. 

Paul was in prison when he heard of the situation the Colossian 
believers were facing. How could he prepare them for the spiritual 
dangers they would face? Paul knew their faith needed firm foundations 
to withstand any fine-sounding arguments. So he wrote a letter ...

What was crucial that believers understand? Paul wanted his 
readers to be absolutely clear about who Jesus is, because it matters. 
Our relationship with Jesus is based on his identity — who he is — as 
well as what he has done. When we understand Jesus’ role in creation, 
in the church and in our salvation, it changes how we live. How does 
understanding who Jesus is give us a firm foundation for our faith? 
How does it help us to keep going when our faith is challenged? How 
can we ‘see’ Jesus afresh through these words of Paul?

“A practical study that is relevant to our daily lives!” — 2020 Pilot group

What did people learn from our T4 study?

Autumn 2021

“The original readers faced persecution and 
false teaching. We are similarly encouraged to 
live as Christians in this foreign world. I love 
how Peter stressed the reasons we can be 
confident in our faith. We have been chosen by 
God, set apart by the Holy Spirit and saved by 
the blood of Jesus.” — Sue, KYB Leader, HARB

“I think I was drawn to Peter the man who learned to teach hard lessons 
to these young Christians and yet didn’t shy away from the difficult 
church problems that they faced. Peter knew the end goal; that we 
have a secure future if we are able to accept the grace that Jesus 
secured for us by his death and resurrection. Peter wants me to know 
this Jesus better.” — Anita, KYB Assistant Leader, HARB
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The gift Ephesians 1

Prayer focusPrayer focus
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The wonderful gift we can give in every season
Christmas has come and gone. Gifts have been given and 
received. Some gifts, such as a box of chocolates, only have 
a short life — at least they do in my household! Others, 
especially those lovingly made by hand, are treasured for a 
lifetime. But today I want to tell you about another sort of gift 

— a special gift I received from my daughter Naomi a number 
of years ago. 

One day Naomi said to me: “I want you to know that I am 
praying for you.” Then she handed me a slip of paper, and added: 

“... and this is what I am praying.” On the paper was written:

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. 

You may recognise this prayer. It ’s from Ephesians 1:17. 
Earlier in Ephesians 1, Paul sets out the amazing spiritual 
blessings that all believers have in Christ. He tells how we are 
adopted into God’s family and forgiven and marked with the 
seal of the Holy Spirit. He shows how we are part of God’s 
great eternal plan to bring all things under the headship of 
Christ. Then, in the second half of the chapter, Paul turns to 
praying that these spiritual blessings might be a reality in our 
lives. He says he keeps asking God, the glorious Father, to give 
believers the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that they may 
know him better. 

And my daughter was praying this very same prayer for me 
— a prayer straight from the Bible. A prayer asking that I might 
know God better. What a precious gift!

And it made me realise that at times my own prayers for 
others were too limited. Yes, I’d pray for my friends as they 
faced surgery. I’d pray for them as they sat their final exams. I’d 
pray that God would provide them with the right job. I’d pray 
that he would sustain and comfort them in times of distress 
and grief and pain. All these were — and are — good and proper 
prayers. God encourages us to ask for the things we need. He 
is a generous God who loves to supply our needs and share our 
joys and sorrows.

But Ephesians 1:17 is a prayer that goes deeper. It is a 
prayer I now love to pray, both for myself and for others. It 
is a prayer that takes us to the very heart of what God wants 
for his people. Here we are asking for the Holy Spirit to reveal 
more of God to us through the living words of Scripture, so 
that we may deepen our relationship with him. Here we are 
asking God to increase our wisdom so we get to know him 
better. Here we are recognising that knowing God is the 
greatest spiritual blessing we can ever have.

You see, when we pray prayers straight from the Scriptures 
— and there are plenty of them — then we know we are 
praying in harmony with the one who inspired every word that 
is written there. 

Will you pray this prayer for someone today?

Chris Keith
ANMB Vice-President Prayer
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